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“I'M THANKFUL FOR THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS”

* The word gratitude is derived from the Latin word gratia, which means
grace, graciousness, or gratefulness (depending on the context).

* Gratitude is a thankful appreciation for what an individual receives,
whether tangible or intangible. With gratitude, people acknowledge the

goodness in their lives and give thanks.

“I'M THANKFUL FOR THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS.”

1 Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went out to visit the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat on

it. 3 His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. 4 The guards
shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint. 5 Then the angel
spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus,
who was crucified. 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would
happen. Come, see where his body was lying.” And now, go quickly and tell his
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee.
You will see him there. Remember what | have told you.” 8 The women ran quickly
from the tomb. They were very frightened but also filled with great joy, and they
rushed to give the disciples the angel’s message. ¢ And as they went, Jesus met them
and greeted them. And they ran to him, grasped his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then
Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they
will see me there.” Matthew 28:1-10 NLT

I’'M THANKFUL FOR THE MANY WITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION.

3| passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to
me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was
raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. > He was seen by
Peter and then by the Twelve. 6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his
followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he
was seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as though | had been
born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 NLT

Peter Heals a Crippled Beggar

1 Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock
prayer service. 2 As they approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being
carried in. Each day he was put beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful
Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3 When he saw Peter
and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. 4 Peter and John looked at
him intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 The lame man looked at them eagerly,
expecting some money. 6 But Peter said, “| don’t have any silver or gold for you. But
I'll give you what | have. In the name of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, get up and walk!”
7 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did,
the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened. 8 He jumped up,
stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he
went into the Temple with them. 9 All the people saw him walking and heard him
praising God. 10 When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen so often
at the Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded! 1" They all rushed out in
amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding tightly to Peter and
John. Acts 3:1-11 NLT

12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel,” he said,
“what is so surprising about this? And why stare at us as though we had made this
man walk by our own power or godliness? For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob—the God of all our ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by
doing this. This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate,
despite Pilate’s decision to release him. You rejected this holy, righteous one and
instead demanded the release of a murderer. You Killed the author of life, but God
raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this fact! Acts 3:12-15 NLT

I’'M THANKFUL FOR THE BOLDNESS THE RESURRECTION GIVES US.

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people,
9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled
man? Do you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you
and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead.

11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that you
builders rejected

has now become the cornerstone.’ 12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given
no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:8-12 NLT

I’'M THANKFUL FOR THE GOSPEL, THE GOOD NEWS!
* The word gospel literally means “good news.”
* Good News occurs 93 times in the Bible.

16 “For | am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at
work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 17 This Good
News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to
finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has
life.” Romans 1:16-17 NLT

7 Let me now remind you, dear brothers, and sisters, of the Good News | preached to
you before. You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. 2 It is this Good News
that saves you if you continue to believe the message I told you—unless, of course,
you believed something that was never true in the first place. 1 Corinthians 15:1-2
NLT

Next steps for me today...
* 1l will choose to be grateful and thankful for God’s Good News.



* 1 will choose to surrender my life and receive salvation by faith in
Jesus.



