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MEANT FOR GOOD
Genesis 45 - 50

3“ am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were
speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of
them. * “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said
again, “l am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. ° But don’t be
upset, and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who
sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. ® This famine that has ravaged the
land for two years will last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor
harvesting. ” God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and
to preserve many survivors. & So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he is the
one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh—the manager of his entire palace and the
governor of all Egypt. ® “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your
son Joseph says: God has made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come
down to me immediately! ° You can live in the region of Goshen, where you can be
near me with all your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and
everything you own. "' | will take care of you there, for there are still five years of
famine ahead of us. Otherwise you, your household, and all your animals will starve.”
2 Then Joseph added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother
Benjamin, that | really am Joseph! > Go tell my father of my honored position here in
Egypt. Describe for him everything you have seen, and then bring my father here
quickly.” '* Weeping with joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin did the same.

' Then Joseph kissed each of his brothers and wept over them, and after that they
began talking freely with him. Genesis 45:3-15 NLT

Pharaoh Invites Jacob to Egypt

6 The news soon reached Pharaoh’s palace: “Joseph’s brothers have arrived!”
Pharaoh and his officials were all delighted to hear this. '” Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Tell your brothers, ‘This is what you must do: Load your pack animals, and hurry
back to the land of Canaan. '® Then get your father and all of your families and return
here to me. | will give you the very best land in Egypt, and you will eat from the best
that the land produces.” ' Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Take
wagons from the land of Egypt to carry your little children and your wives, and bring
your father here. ?° Don’t worry about your personal belongings, for the best of all the
land of Egypt is yours.”” Genesis 45:16-20 NLT

Jacob’s Family Arrives in Goshen

2 As they neared their destination, Jacob sent Judah ahead to meet Joseph and get
directions to the region of Goshen. And when they finally arrived there, ?° Joseph
prepared his chariot and traveled to Goshen to meet his father, Jacob. When Joseph
arrived, he embraced his father and wept, holding him for a long time. * Finally, Jacob
said to Joseph, “Now | am ready to die, since | have seen your face again and know
you are still alive.” Genesis 46:28-30 NLT

WHAT OTHERS MEANT FOR HARM, GOD USES FOR GOOD.

Joseph Reassures His Brothers

" After burying Jacob, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had
accompanied him to his father’s burial. ' But now that their father was dead, Joseph’s
brothers became fearful. “Now Joseph will show his anger and pay us back for all the
wrong we did to him,” they said. ' So they sent this message to Joseph: “Before your
father died, he instructed us " to say to you: ‘Please forgive your brothers for the
great wrong they did to you—for their sin in treating you so cruelly.” So we, the
servants of the God of your father, beg you to forgive our sin.” When Joseph received
the message, he broke down and wept. '® Then his brothers came and threw
themselves down before Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!” they said. ° But Joseph
replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am | God, that | can punish you? ?° You intended to
harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so | could
save the lives of many people. 2" No, don’t be afraid. | will continue to take care of you
and your children.” So he reassured them by speaking kindly to them. Genesis
50:14-21 NLT

e God can turn evil intentions into redemptive purposes.

e People who endured abuse, addiction, or trauma often go on to help
others with similar struggles find healing and forgiveness.

e God can repurpose the harm for good—growth, restoration,
deliverance, or blessing.

e Joseph embraces God’s sovereignty over his life.

e The fact that God is sovereign essentially means that He has the
power, wisdom, and authority to do anything He chooses within His
creation.

TRUSTING GOD’S PLAN DAILY LEADS TO PEACE AND PURPOSE.
e God is never late or early but always on time.
o God never wastes a hurt.
e Your story can become a source of life for others.
e Your life, no matter the circumstances, can be a story of life change,

redemption, freedom, and healing.



