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‭The Righteousness of Christ, Part 2‬

‭Adam and Christ Contrasted‬
‭12 ‬‭When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s‬‭sin brought death, so‬
‭death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. ‬‭13 ‬‭Yes,‬‭people sinned even‬
‭before the law was given. But it was not counted as sin because there was‬
‭not yet any law to break. ‬‭14 ‬‭Still, everyone died—from‬‭the time of Adam to the‬
‭time of Moses—even those who did not disobey an explicit commandment of‬
‭God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a representation of Christ, who‬
‭was yet to come. ‬‭15 ‬‭But there is a great difference‬‭between Adam’s sin and‬
‭God’s gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to‬
‭many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness‬
‭to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. ‬‭16 ‬‭And‬‭the result of God’s‬
‭gracious gift is very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For‬
‭Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but God’s free gift leads to our being made‬
‭right with God, even though we are guilty of many sins. ‬‭17 ‬‭For the sin of this‬
‭one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s‬
‭wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in‬
‭triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.‬‭18 ‬‭Yes,‬
‭Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of‬
‭righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for‬
‭everyone. ‬‭19 ‬‭Because one person disobeyed God, many‬‭became sinners. But‬
‭because one other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous.‬
‭20 ‬‭God’s law was given so that all people could see‬‭how sinful they were. But‬
‭as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more‬
‭abundant. ‬‭21 ‬‭So just as sin ruled over all people‬‭and brought them to death,‬
‭now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God‬
‭and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord‬‭.‬‭Romans 5:12-21‬
‭NLT‬

‭17 ‬‭This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.‬
‭The old life is gone; a new life has begun‬‭!‬‭2 Corinthians‬‭5:17 NLT‬

‭WHAT DOES THIS NEW LIFE LOOK LIKE?‬
‭●‬ ‭It looks like‬‭Jesus‬‭.‬
‭●‬ ‭It looks like the‬‭fruit of the Spirit‬‭.‬
‭●‬ ‭Whatever is important to Jesus becomes important‬‭to‬‭us‬‭.‬

‭SO, WHAT WAS IMPORTANT TO JESUS?‬
‭1.‬ ‭Loving God and Loving People‬
‭2.‬ ‭His Bride the Church‬

‭Church is the place where believers can love one another (1 John 4:12),‬
‭encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13), “spur” one another to love and good‬
‭works (Hebrews 10:24), serve one another (Galatians 5:13), instruct one‬
‭another (Romans 15:14), honor one another (Romans 12:10), and be kind‬
‭and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32).‬

‭3.‬ ‭Doing The Father’s Will‬
‭37 ‬‭However, those the Father has given me will come‬‭to me, and I will never‬
‭reject them. ‬‭38 ‬‭For I have come down from heaven to‬‭do the will of God who‬
‭sent me, not to do my own will. ‬‭39 ‬‭And this is the‬‭will of God, that I should not‬
‭lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should raise them up at‬
‭the last day.‬‭40 ‬‭For it is my Father’s will that all‬‭who see his Son and believe in‬
‭him should have eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day.”‬‭John‬
‭6:37-40 NLT‬
‭23 ‬‭Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from‬‭above. You belong to this‬
‭world; I do not. ‬‭24 ‬‭That is why I said that you will‬‭die in your sins; for unless‬
‭you believe that I am who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”‬‭25 ‬‭“Who are‬
‭you?” they demanded.‬‭Jesus replied, “The one I have‬‭always claimed to‬
‭be. ‬‭26 ‬‭I have much to say about you and much to condemn,‬‭but I won’t. For I‬
‭say only what I have heard from the one who sent me, and he is completely‬
‭truthful.” ‬‭27 ‬‭But they still didn’t understand that‬‭he was talking about his‬
‭Father.‬‭28 ‬‭So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up‬‭the Son of Man on the‬
‭cross, then you will understand that I am he. I do nothing on my own but say‬
‭only what the Father taught me. ‬‭29 ‬‭And the one who‬‭sent me is with me—he‬
‭has not deserted me. For I always do what pleases him.”‬‭John 8:23-29 NLT‬

‭4.‬ ‭Obedience‬
‭6 ‬‭And it is impossible to please God without faith.‬‭Anyone who wants to come to him‬
‭must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.‬
‭Hebrews 11:6 NLT‬

‭●‬‭Saving faith is the bond of a living union with Jesus Christ, and that‬
‭union changes not only what you believe but also how you behave.‬
‭In fact, Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command”.‬

‭●‬‭Obedience to God proves our love for Him. ‬



‭●‬‭Faith is necessary to please God and if our faith is genuine and‬
‭true, we will live a lifestyle characterized by righteousness,‬
‭modeling the example set for us by Jesus Christ.‬

‭5.‬ ‭Ministry‬
‭17 ‬‭This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has‬‭become a new person. The old‬
‭life is gone; a new life has begun!‬‭18 ‬‭And all of‬‭this is a gift from God, who brought us‬
‭back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people‬
‭to him. ‬‭19 ‬‭For God was in Christ, reconciling the‬‭world to himself, no longer counting‬
‭people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of‬
‭reconciliation. ‬‭20 ‬‭So we are Christ’s ambassadors;‬‭God is making his appeal through‬
‭us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” ‬‭21 ‬‭For God made Christ,‬
‭who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with‬
‭God through Christ.‬‭2 Corinthians 5:17-‬‭21 NLT‬

‭●‬ ‭Ministry is to serve.‬
‭●‬ ‭Ministry is meeting the needs of others with love.‬
‭●‬ ‭Ministry is sharing Jesus with others‬‭.‬


