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WORSHIP, Part 2

WORSHIP IS OUR RESPONSE TO WHAT WE VALUE MOST.
e Jesus said loving God with all my life is most important.
e You and | will spend our life declaring the worth of something.
e You simply follow the trail of your time, your affections, your

energy, and your money.

GOD IS LOOKING FOR TRUE WORSHIP.

23 But the time is coming - indeed it’s here now - when true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who
will worship him that way. 2* For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must
worship in spirit and in truth.” John 4:23-24 NLT

" And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies to
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship
him. 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you
will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
Romans 12:1-2 NLT

e When God changes the way we think, it changes the way we live.

HOW WE LIVE IS HOW WE WORSHIP.

'8 For | am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of
God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the
Gentile. ' This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This
is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, ‘It is
through faith that a righteous person has life.”

God’s Anger at Sin

"8 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people
who suppress the truth by their wickedness. '° They know the truth about

God because he has made it obvious to them. 2 For ever since the world
was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God
made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and
divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. #' Yes, they
knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks.
And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result,
their minds became dark and confused. 2 Claiming to be wise, they instead
became utter fools. 2 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God,
they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals
and reptiles. #* So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their
hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each
other’s bodies. 2° They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped
and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is
worthy of eternal praise! Amen. ?® That is why God abandoned them to their
shameful desires. Even the women turned against the natural way to have
sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. ?” And the men, instead of
having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other.
Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they
suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved. 28 Since they thought it
foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and
let them do things that should never be done.? Their lives became full of
every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling,
deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. * They are backstabbers, haters
of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of sinning, and
they disobey their parents. 3" They refuse to understand, break their
promises, are heartless, and have no mercy. * They know God’s justice
requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet they do them
anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too. Romans 1:16-32
NLT

e Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools

e They trade the truth of God for a lie.

e So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the
Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise!

e Exchanged the natural for unnatural.

e They know God’s justice requires that those who do these things
deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage
others to do them, too.

GOD’S GREAT EXCHANGE.
e We are just as guilty.
e It’s only because of Jesus we have hope.

" Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many

sins.? You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the
devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at
work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. * All of us used to live
that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful



nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone
else. * But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, °that even
though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised
Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been

saved!) Ephesians 2:1-5 NLT

7 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.
The old life is gone; a new life has begun! '® And all of this is a gift from God,
who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this
task of reconciling people to him. '° For God was in Christ, reconciling the
world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave
us this wonderful message of reconciliation. % So we are Christ’s
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ
when we plead, “Come back to God!” 2" For God made Christ, who never
sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God
through Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 NLT

Next Steps for me today...
e To evaluate honestly what | truly worship.
e To surrender my life to Jesus and worship God alone.



