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WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE?

WE LIVE IN A BROKEN WORLD.
“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you
will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart because | have overcome
the world.” John 16:33 NLT
e Jesus told us it would be tough.
e Chapters 13-17. These are Jesus’s final words of reassurance,
comfort, and encouragement to his disciples in the upper room
before his betrayal, arrest, and crucifixion.

When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so
death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. Romans 5:12 NLT
e Jesus has overcome the world!

MAYBE YOU BROUGHT IT ON YOURSELF.
"Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always
harvest what you plant.  Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature
will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live to
please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.
Galatians 6:7-8 NLT

e If we live sinful lives, we will reap the consequences.

e We often make choices that lead to hardship.

MAYBE GOD IS AT WORK IN US, SO THAT HE CAN WORK THROUGH
us.

2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy. * For you know that when your faith is
tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. * So let it grow, for when your
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing

nothing. ® If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to
you. He will not rebuke you for asking.  But when you ask him, be sure that
your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is
as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the
wind. 7 Such people should not expect to receive anything from the
Lord. & Their loyalty is divided between God and the world, and they are
unstable in everything they do. James 1:2-8 NLT

e God is preparing us for something BIGGER.

e Maybe we need to see that we can make it through this

challenge.

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANYONE AS GOOD AS JESUS.

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for
sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he
was raised to life in the Spirit. 1 Peter 3:18 NLT

But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we
were still sinners. Romans 5:8 NLT

e God’s plan isn’t always clear to us.

e God’s plan is always best.

NONE OF US ARE REALLY GOOD.
e The real question is why has God put up with us?
e Why has God not already taken us out?

"Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many

sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the
devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at
work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. ? All of us used to live
that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful
nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone
else. # But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, ®that even
though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised
Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!)
Ephesians 2:1-5 NLT

BECAUSE JESUS IS WITH US, THE BEST IS YET TO COME.

5 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead,
you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we
call him, “Abba, Father.” ' For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we
are God’s children. 7 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact,
together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his
glory, we must also share his suffering.

The Future Glory

'8 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us
later. " For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will
reveal who his children really are. ?° Against its will, all creation was




subjected to God'’s curse. But with eager hope, ?' the creation looks forward
to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and
decay. 2 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time. 2 And we believers also groan, even
though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we
long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with
eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted
children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 2 We were given this
hope when we were saved. Romans 8:15-24a NLT



