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SALVATION

The Narrow Gate

8 “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway

to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. ' But
the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever
find it.” Matthew 7:13-14 NLT

WE MUST UNDERSTAND OUR NEED.

e The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sinful state and our need for a
Savior.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
% “But now | am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is
asking where | am going. ¢ Instead, you grieve because of what I've told
you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that | go away, because if | don’t, the
Advocate won’t come. If | do go away, then | will send him to you. ® And when
he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness,
and of the coming judgment.” John 16:5-8 NLT
e Salvation is deliverance from danger or suffering.
e We are saved from “wrath,” that is, from God’s judgment of sin.
e Our sin has separated us from God, and the consequence of sin
is death.

2 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 NLT

JESUS IS THE ONLY WAY!

"“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There
is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would |
have told you that | am going to prepare a place for you? 3 When everything
is ready, | will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where |
am. * And you know the way to where | am going.” ° “No, we don’t know,

Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we
know the way?” ¢ Jesus told him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
can come to the Father except through me.” John 14:1-6 NLT

"6 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. '” God
sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world
through him.” John 3:16-17 NLT

& But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while
we were still sinners. ° And since we have been made right in God’s sight by
the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. "° For
since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we
were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his

Son. " So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God
because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. Romans 5:8-11
NLT

WE RECIVE SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS.

7So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible
wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for
us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his grace when you
believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. ° Salvation is
not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast
about it. "° For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians
2:7-10 NLT

JESUS IS OUR CONFIDENT HOPE!

" Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God.
And everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. 2 We know we
love God'’s children if we love God and obey his commandments. 3 Loving
God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not
burdensome. * For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve
this victory through our faith. ° And who can win this battle against the world?
Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. ¢ And Jesus Christ was
revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood on
the cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is
truth, confirms it with his testimony. ” So we have these three witnesses—
8the Spirit, the water, and the blood—and all three agree. ° Since we believe
human testimony, surely we can believe the greater testimony that comes
from God. And God has testified about his Son. "° All who believe in the Son
of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. Those who don’t
believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t believe what
God has testified about his Son. "' And this is what God has testified: He has
given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. '? Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life. ° | have written
this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know
you have eternal life. 1 John 5:1-13 NLT




¢ So, we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who
belong to his dear Son. " He is so rich in kindness and grace that he
purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. ® He
has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.
Ephesians 1:6-8 NLT



